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Mecklenburg County Alcoholic Beverage Control (ABC) Board 
 

 
 
 
MEDIA RELEASE 
 
 

August 29, 2020 
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

 
ABC Law Enforcement Agencies Announce COVID-19 Education & Enforcement 
Local Joint Cooperative Understanding 
 
WHO: This release is being jointly issued on behalf of Mecklenburg County ABC 

(Alcoholic Beverage Control) Board Law Enforcement and the CMPD ABC Unit 
 

WHAT: Announcing COVID-19 Education & Enforcement Local Joint Cooperative 
Understanding 

 
WHEN: Immediately 
 

WHERE: Mecklenburg County 
   

DETAILS: Mecklenburg County ABC Law Enforcement Agencies Create COVID-19 
Education & Enforcement Local Joint Cooperative Understanding 

 
 
Yesterday, with support from both the Mecklenburg County Health Department and State’s NC 
ALE division, local ABC law enforcement agencies, Mecklenburg County ABC Law Enforcement 
and CMPD ABC Unit, met to form a joint cooperative understanding and coordinated effort with 
the goals to: 
 

• Clearly delineate coordination and communication on matters of enforcement between the 
three units 

• Identify needed points of clarity, and from whom 
• Identify any key messages for communication to bar/restaurant owner operators and the 

general public 

 
 
 
 
 

Directors: 
 

EARL LEAKE 
Chairman 

 
KENNETH CARRICK, JR. 

CARL DANIEL 
MONIFA DRAYTON 

 
 

KEVA WALTON 
Chief Executive Officer 

http://www.meckabc.com/
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Key agreements were: 
 

1. All ABC agencies want to build public trust with the establishments and community 
members. 

2. Each ABC agency has designated a representative to work together on these enforcement 
matters. 

3. The ABC agencies want to emphasize that this is about social distancing. The local ABC 
enforcement agencies are focusing on the overcrowding of establishments that present 
the COVID-19 risk. Their purpose in enforcement is not to penalize anyone, but instead to 
keep crowds from forming which contribute to the spread of COVID-19 and negatively 
impact the public health and safety of the community. 

4. The two local ABC enforcing agencies are working together to educate and enforce the 
NC regulations, Governor Cooper’s executive orders, and, the Mecklenburg County joint 
proclamation in place. 

5. The local ABC enforcement agencies, will be focused on the repeat problem locations that 
have been identified by public concerns. 

6. For education, the ABC agencies will refer to Governor Cooper’s order for the guidance 
that has been provided for this crisis. 

7. As part of their collective stepped up focused enforcement effort, when an ABC permit 
holder has been identified in violation of the ordinances, an ABC officer’s first step is to 
educate the business on the specifics of the ordinances and advise them how they are out 
of compliance. This information then will be shared in partnership between Mecklenburg 
County ABC Board Law Enforcement, ALE and CMPD ABC units. ABC law enforcement 
agencies are not authorized to close down establishments. Should the business fail to 
adhere to the ordinance requirements, a warning, violation, and/or citation could potentially 
be issued to the permit holder for non-compliance. 

Kevin Stone, ABC Law Enforcement Chief, said, “We recently heard from some of our ABC 
permittees who are frustrated with the devastating impact to their business and worker’s 
livelihoods when non-compliant establishments require authorities to impose more restrictive 
measures that further compound business hardships on those who are in compliance. We are now 
going to take a stronger enforcement stance to support the law abiding businesses so they can 
open their doors sooner. Our goal is to partner with permitted establishments to ensure 
responsible selling that reduces public health and safety risks in our community.”  
 
Both the Mecklenburg County ABC Board ABC Law Enforcement Division and CMPD ABC Unit 
want to further emphasize to the public that, they too, play an equally important role in reducing 
COVID-19 by adhering to the guidelines so that these establishments CAN stay open. 
 
 “The ordinances are in affect and we all have a responsibility to honor the terms of the ordinances. 
In addition to these ABC officer’s joint cooperative work with permit holders, each individual 
customer can and should participate in helping business owners not be in violation by complying 
with protocols and guidelines established to prevent the spread of COVD-19,” Keva Walton, CEO, 
stated. 

http://www.meckabc.com/
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The mission of the Mecklenburg County Alcoholic Beverage Control (ABC) Board is to manage 
the sale of distilled spirits by promoting excellence in customer service, fiscal responsibility, 
operational effectiveness, compliance with laws that govern the sale and use of alcoholic 
beverages, and creating community partnerships to improve public health and safety. 
 
Since 1947, the Mecklenburg County ABC Board has played a vital role and driving force through 
its distribution of profits to the community, and, charitable causes that benefit the citizens of 
Mecklenburg County by supporting alcohol and substance use disorder education, prevention and 
treatment programs at local nonprofits. In our 72-year history, $93,607,760 has been distributed 
to agencies that assist those in need. Additionally, funds distributed are returned to the State of 
North Carolina, Mecklenburg County, the City of Charlotte and public library system. To date, the 
Mecklenburg County ABC Board has returned $959,218,340 to these entities.  
 
You can find more information on our web at: www.meckabc.com.  
 
 
CONTACT:   Julia Paul, Community Outreach Director 

Mecklenburg County ABC Board 
704-731-5840 (direct) 
980-214-9749 (cell) 
julia.paul@meckabc.com 
 

TWITTER: @MeckABC  
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